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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SOPN 

SUB J : VO A COVERAGE OF ETHIOPIAN EVENTS 

1 . IT SEEM INEVITABLE THAT INTERNATIONAL MEDIA WILL BE GIVING 
HEAVY COVERAGE TO ETHIOPIAN MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN ERITREA, 

INCLUDING USE OF ARMED PEASANT VOLUNTEERS. FACTS WILL BE HARD 
TO GET, AND SENSATIONAL ALLEGATIONS OF ATROCITIES SEEM LIKELY. 

2. 1 FULLY REALIZE THAT VOA NEWSROOM MUST HAVE LATITUDE FOR 
EXCERCIZING NEWS IUDGMENT, FREE OF POLICY PRESSURES. HOWEVER, 

I WANT TO REITERATE WHAT I HAVE SAID BEFORE, THAT THERE MUST BE 
SOME WAY FOR VOA NEWSROOM TO MAKE SURE THAT VOA DOES NOT USE 
WIRE SERVICE REPORTS THAT ARE AT VARIANCE WITH KNOWN AND CONFIRMED 
FACTS. DEPT AND USIA SHOULD FIND WAYS TO EXERCIZE GUIDANCE IN 
APPROPRIATE WAYS TO ASSURE CONFORMITY WITH FACTS, WHILE STILL 
PRESERVING VOA NEWSROOM PREROGATIVES. 

HUMMEL 
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